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LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL Part Nine

vi.  Hedgerows Regulations 1997

° Five hedgerows within the application area are ‘important’ as defined in the Hedgerows Regulations
1997, being of nature conservation and historical value (Refer to Figure 9.2 for locations). Six other
hedgerows within the wider ecological survey area have also been defined as important. Details are
provided in Chapter Eight, Ecology and Chapter Eleven, Cultural Heritage.

Surrounding Landscape Character

926 The landscape of West Sussex has been classified into 5 Regional Character Areas, as outlined in ‘A
Strategy for the West Sussex Landscape’ October 2005. The application area falls within the South Coast
Plain Regional Character Area. This region is subdivided into 16 County Character Types and 23 County
Character Areas. The application area lies within the ‘D Upper Coastal Plain’ character type and the 'D1
Upper Coastal Plain — Funtington to Highdown Farmlands' character area, as shown on Figure 9.3.

9.27  The key characteristics of this character area are gently undulating farmland enclosed by woods with
frequent hedgerows, and a pattern of small to medium-sized pastures and arable fields. There is also a
wealth of historic landscape features including historic parklands, ancient woodlands and earthworks within
this character area.

Site Landscape Character

928 Following field surveys in 1998, 1999, 2000, 2003 and 2007 together with desk studies on the historic
landscape and landscape patterns, WCPM has categorised both the site and its immediate surroundings
into a number of distinctive character types as shown on Figure 9.4,

9.29  The identification and description of the character areas creates a baseline for the assessment of impacts
on the landscape character of the site and its immediate surroundings.

Visual Context
9.30 Views to and from the application area and the PFDA form the basis of the assessment of visual impacts.

Viewpoints for examination as part of the impact assessment vary in importance according to the sensitivity
of the visual receptors, a factor which depends upon the location of the viewpoints and the activities of the
viewers.

931  The viewpoints to be assessed have been divided into primary and secondary views. This indicates the
importance of the view, a principal factor in assessing the significance of a visual impact.

The Visual Envelope

89.32  The Visual Envelope (VE) defines the area that is visible from the application area/ PFDA or where any part
of the application area/PFDA is seen from the surrounding area. The VE was initially mapped during the
surnmer of 1998 and was confirmed in the winter of 1988/1999 when the trees were without leaves, The
VE has been checked for any changes in the landscape three times since 1299, in the autumn of 2000, the
spring of 2003 and the winter of 2007, when all photographs were re-taken. The VE is based on views from
external spaces within the public domain; it excludes views from inside buildings or private land. Views from
within the application area have identified those private views, which would be affected by the development,
The extent of the VE is shown on Figure 9.5.

8.33 Views into and out from the site are summarised below:

i. Views from Neighbouring Residential Properties

o Views into the site include those from the Castle Goring Conservation Area (Photoviewpoint 2) and
from properties on Adur Avenue (Photoviewpoint 10), Fulbeck Avenue, Hobart Close (Photoviewpoint
11) and Canberra Road. Views of the site from all of these areas are largely restricted to properties
on the site perimeter, principally from upper stories and when not obecured by vegetation.

il Views from Public Footpaths and Recreation Areas within the ACONE

® Views are possible from a parking and picnic area on Honeysuckle Lane (Photoviewpoint 3) and from
a public footpath to the north of the A27 which passes through Holt Farm House (Photoviewpaint 4).
To the northeast there are limited glimpsed views from the footpath between Cote and High Salvington
and from sections of a bridleway that runs through Holt Farm and Clapham Wood. Existing blocks of
dense vegetation restrict views from other routes within the AONB. To the west, the only footpaths
with views of the site are those on Highdown Hill (Photoviewpoint 5). Footpaths connect to
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Figure 9.4: Existing Site Features and Landscape Character
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